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1.

Ancestry.com states that the origin of the name
iMessiero is:

Introduction

fiFrench: occupational name for someone who kept
watch over harvested crops, Old French messier
O6harvest master (Lat e

derivative of messis

Dictionary of American Family Names, Oxford

University Press, ISBN-Q9-50813740

This Aharvest mastero occu
the history of the Messier / Machia immigrants from
French Canada, i.e., Province of Quebec (PQ). For
reasons we can only speculate upon, the name Messier
was changed over time to Masha or Mesha, then
Machia (stildl pronounced
case of Louis Andre Machia, back to Messier. Louis
Andre Machia became Andrew Messier to the outside
world. Andrew had sort of a rebellious streak, though
probably a little less so than his oldéstsr Josephine,

fine person; they just candt
lot of this behavior in the Messier / Machia family tree.

The farm picture showsAndr ewod s father
Machia, and some of the people he left behind in
Vermont. Albert is at the far right with the white beard

and black hat. Albert was born in 1833, so he is 75

years old. The names, running from Albert to the left

are Elizabeth Mayr, Harold, Frank Jr., Florence, cute

dog, Frank, and Orrin. Frank is a son of Albert and

) L Brétherto Afdifew; SHisGisHis! fafnd. » The dtHefsNate
6 har v eHildreh bof Frank. Later pictures will show that the

large house behind the people disappears. The smaller
building to the right, with the porch, becomes the living

quarters. To the right of that are the sheds, coops, and
pat i on seems consistent with

The writing of this history would have been nearly
impossible without the help of Tina Bagalio LaForest.

When Andrew changed his name rfroMachia to

Messier, the genealogigal tragk yasmade vetydifficylt | 4
to follow from’this end. There was nobody left alive at

the Messier end who was old enough to know about the
change. Fortunately there was Tina, who was tracking
Machias, and a lovely woan named Eva Belle. Eva

S 0 he took back
farm, and learned to work and repair th
machines in the mills of Southern Ney
England. Andrew married twice. Hig
first marriage gave life to my
Grandfather Arthur Alphonse Messiel
a bit independerin his own right. It is
this line that | am most interested, §
that I might know myself a bit better.
cannot know Andrew until | know the|
family from whom he sprang and th
families that sprang from him.
Therefore, | will spend time examining

MessierFamily Crest

e fpelle Maghig is another daughter of
Frank. Eva was born in June 1905 and
died in December 2004, slightly short
of her 108 birthday. She was able to
tell Tina stories of a Machia named
Andrew who had changed his name to
Messier She also told of a descendant
of Andrew named Arthur whom she
had visited in Bristol, Connecticut. Eva
had a son named Clifford Oney Morrie.
Clifford, who died in 2003, had
collected some family tree information
himself. He had letters and some

the lif e o f Al ber t M g pictures, including a picture of my
father) and the TTVes oOT amaT e dpgdfather, Arthur, and his young R
siblings. family, visiting AThe Far mo

My goal is not just to document the family history; |
want to bring these ancestors back to life. | want to ask
them why they chose to do what they didf there
actually was a chice. In a way, people never die if
someone thinks about them once in a while. So,
perhaps this is an ego trip for me; | bring people back to
life. Perhaps someone will do the same for me one day.

The picture on the cover page is the old Machia farm,
circa 1908, in Orange Town, Orange County, Vermont.
Andrew is not in this picture; he is not in any picture
that we are aware of. By 1908, Andrew is 46 years old.
His son, my grandfather, Arthur, is 18 and has run off
to get away from his stemother; he $ working on a
farm in Marble, Nebraska. There is no reason to
believe that his stemother, Rose, is anything but a

this material and made it accessible to the rest efatis
significant personal expense. The pictures were the
final piece of evidene connecting the Messier families
of Connecticut with the Machia families of Vermont
and, it turns out, of Connecticut.

Tina is descended from Elizabeth Mary, the woman
shown in the picture. Frank also had a son named
Lawrence Raymond. Lawrence movedQonnecticut

and died in Weathersfield. He had a granddaughter
named Rhonda. Rhonda Machia Wallace now lives in
California, as several wise Messiers and Machias do.
Rhonda, who was contacted by Tina, before she
Afoundod the Messi ergenérausanc h,
with information and pictures. Another California
Machia descendant is Carol Dillon Backus. She is
descended from Andrewds si st
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contributed information concerning that branch of the
family.

| would never have known Tini it had not been for

my first cousin Anita Messier Marcotte. Tina and Anita
had met on some internet genealogical site when Tina
was searching for Messier information. Anita contacted
my sister, Kathy, via email. Kathy knew that | had
started my owndmily history project and forwarded
Anitabds emai |, c o A twhidhnli ng
immediately responded to. This document is the result.
| should note that Anita knows more about our
Grandfather, Arthur, than | ever did. | knew Arthur
when | was a yong child, but I never really knew about
him. He died when | was four years old (in 1949).
Some of the stories she has told me, and the pictures
she has shared, have been important in filling in blanks
in his history. Anita has sent me a copy of Graiddpa
1949 funeral book, which contains names such as Mr.
& Mrs. Frank Machia- East Barre, VT, Mr. & Mrs.
Orrin Machia- Montpelier, VT, Mr. Larry Machia-
Chester, CT. Such names would not have appeared
important to me two or three years ago; | now know
that they are close family. While this Messiévlachia
relationship appears obvious now, Tina had a hard time
convincing us of it.

The following is the email from Anita to my sisters
Sara and Kathy containing the a copy of the email from
Tina to Anita. his was forwarded to me by Kathy.

From:[Anita]

To: [Sara and Kathy]

Subject: I'm tring my hand at the family tree
Date: Sunday, June 01, 2003 11:16 AM

Hi Sara and Kathy,

The email was my introduction to the roots of the
Messier family- so | present it as your introduction.
The Michael mentioned in t

Note that some of the details of the births and deaths
givenby Tina have been modified in the ensuing years,
but are substantially correct. For example, there are no
towns or districts named Collinsville or Dillingham in
Canada, but there are places named Cowensville and
Dufiham #hét sre reean @dch other and madeses as

birth places in light of other information. The former
appear in a letter from o
There is a Collinsville in Connecticut, where Andrew
worked at one time.

he

ne

Something | have come to realize is that the generation

ofmypaent s were not really int
a fad which developed after the book and movie of the
same name. | have heard more than one saying
somet hing |ike Al wish | had
t hat my grandparents lospl d. o

even more will be lost if my generation does not record
what information remains.

It will be difficult for the reader to keep track of all the
names and relationships that are discussed in this
history. We suggest that you visit the web site
www.MessierFamily.infoin order to download family
tree charts and other information, including the latest
version of this report in Microsoft Word format.

I'm sorry | have been so behind in mynails. | am just soed all the time. | think it is this past cold winter and the

rainy spring.

| have been making some rhubarb crips with the plants passed down to me from my dad that are from your garden in
Southington. | always think of you folks and Uncle Armand when | make them.

Anyway, | am attaching somergails that | have gotten from a ladyVT. Do you know anything about this name
change. | hear it is quite common for names to get misspelled over time. | want to do my tree and Michael's so | started
with Messier. | have about 63 pagesrdb from Tina, but, | don't know if it is aiorrect.

Maybe you could check with your Mom and | am going to try-toaél Ronnie and Pam also.

| did find the Machia name in Grandpa Messier's (our grandfather Arthur)sympthy book and it listed they were from VT.

There was a Frank and Larry and anotiwiple.

Dear Anita:
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It is good to meet you! My name is Tina LaForest, | live in Orange, Vt.

My great great grandparents were Frank Machia and Celinda (Shontell) Machiaprobably wondering what Machia
has to do with Messie¥ell, the original splling for Machia was Messier. Either the family changed it when the moved
to the US, or that is what the census takers heard when they asked.

Anyway, | have been doing this family germgy for some time, with help aftther Machia/Messier family members.
Now my g.g. grandfather, Frank Machia/Messier had a few siblings. Here are all the children, including him:

1.)Josephine Machia/Messier b. 1855 probably Canada

2.) Sophronia Machia/Messier b. January 8, 1858, in Collinsville, Canada, d. January 2, Mi3#pelier, Vt.

3.) Charles Machia/Messier b. March 16, 1861, in Rutland, Vt., d. September 22.1920 in Vt.

4.) Albert Machia/Messier b. February 22, 1863, in Dillingham, Quebec, Canada, d. October 15, 1932, in Orange, Vit.
5.) Nelson Machia/Messier b. Feilary 22, 1863, d.? (Nelson & Albert are twins.)

6.) Andrew Machia/Messier b. 18598607 d.? (I believe this is your great grandfather.)

7.) Louisa Jane Machia/Messier b. April 14, 1865, in Berlin, Vt., d. February 20, 1945, in Montpelier, Vit.

8.) Fred Ma&hia/Messier b. June 8, 1868, in Berlin, Vt., d. April 3, 1951, in Northfield, Vt.

9.) Mary Ann Machia/Messier b. April 7, 1869, in Berlin, Vt., d. November 7, 1928, in Montpelier, Vt.

10.) Frank Machia/Messier b. March 12, 1872, in Berlin, Vt., d. Adrjl1864, in Barre, Vt.

| have checked through the census records tracking Andrew Messier in Massachusetts and Connecticut. He had at least
two children, maybe more. Arthur Messier and Raymond Meddiaxe a great aunt that is still livingnd] very sharp.

Her name is Eva (Machia) Morrie, she lives in Barre, Vt. She told me recently that she remembers | think it was her
parents or one of her sisters and her husband visiting Arthur Messier in Connecticut years ago. They got lost and stopped
to ask a pate man if he could help give them directions to his address. The policeman replied, "l hope | can give you
directions, he's my father!"

This also leads me to believe that Andrew is your great grandfather. My aunt told me that Arthur and one of his sons
were both policeman.have a lot of information and pictures to share with you if you can make a link here!!

If you could please-enail me back, both of us can put the pieces of this Machia/Messier puzzle together!

Sincerely, Tina LaForest.
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Canada. Charles and Andrew (born Louis Andre) were
2. Albert and Sarah Messietrdit-Machia born in Vermont. The twins were born in Canada. The
remainder of the children were born in Vermont.
2.1 The Roots of Albert and Sarah o I
The following is a list of family births as | have come to
One of the problems with compiling a history of the accept them. ers may disagree;
Machia / Messier family is that there is so little one can 1. Albert Machia (or Messier), born 14 June

be sure of, including Albert M%W\h‘ahe@ﬂﬂa%uéb@cadanaé‘aaIﬂ?é‘d170r eve

the maiden name fohis wife, Sarah. She was June 1917, Berlin, Vermont. Buried in
commonly known as Sarah Leclair in Vermont, but she Calvary Cemetery, Northfield, Vermont.

has used many variations on that name throughout her Married Sarah Leclaire (probably 1857) and

life. iAddi ed0 or fAwWdeRathegd (ci r «
Albert and Sarah Machia first appear in the U.S. in the was Pierre Raymond Messier born 30 August

1870 census. They are living in Berlin, Vermont; the 1806 in Marieville, Rouville, Quebec,

speli ng of their name in the r &aedaVotheswasiAngekauealwie Montywe
know that Albertos baptismal DeraapeutiBe6inNayenes Yercheigessi er .

Norbert is the French form of Albert. The name Quebec, Canada.

Messi er is pronounced | i ke 2f3emphmna(Saral) Leclait ackihor 0 i n
Canadien French (not Mes4J , as in standar do6FCrlencah),. warkheld32inBtor n 22
We suspect that the spelling was eventually morphed to Cesaire, Rouville, Quebec, Canada. Died

Machia, from Mesha, due to the influence of the many between 1880 and 1893 in Moretown,

Italian granite workers in the area of Vermont where Vermont. Buried in King St. Cemetery,

the Albert and Sarah lived. Northfield, Vermont. Father was Joseph

We have decided to use the French form Mestter AUC|a'”r born agout 18?5 in St. ‘]C(:aat?] Baptiste,

Machia for Albet 6 s name when there s u(;” r%q%aino yg)ogeﬁ\g:st g 56'.?1e

This |iterally means ﬁMessierMami*fVIe 5% PO &% lﬁ?‘g i s

a form commonly seen in French Canadian genealogy. ) )
New names are often adopted in Canada as the original 3. Marie Sophronia Machia, daughter, born 8

names become so common as to be useless, or as January 1858, Dunham, Missisquoi, Quebec,
people move rito the English dominated Eastern Canada. Died 2 January 1934, Montpelier,
townships. Vermont. Married Hosea Newcomb Brown

on 2 March 1882 in Berlin, Vermont.

4. Josephine Machia, daughter, born 1859, in
Dunham. Died 24 September 1937, Holyoke,
Massachusetts. Relationship with Henry J.
Moulton before 1887, and Daniel Ainsworth

1. Albert Masha, age 34, Farm Laborer, born before 1900. Married Moyse Audet 16
Canada; September 1906. Branch leads to Carol

2. Sarah Masha, age 35, Keeping House, born Dillon Backhu_s.
Canada: 5. Charles Machia, son, born 16 March 1860,

Rutland, Rutland, Vermont. Died 22

We see from the 1870 census that Albert was a farm
laborer with 9 children; Frank will be born in 1872.
The 1870 Berlin census record reads as follows:

3. Sophro_na Masha, age 12, born Vermont; September 1920, Barre, Washington,
4. Josephine Masha, age 11, born Vermont; Vermont. Married Mary J. Jerry between
5. Charles Masha, age 10, born Vermont; 1880 and 1887 in Vermont.
6. Andrew Masha, age 8, born Vermont; 6. Loui s Andre Machia, a. k. a.
7. Nelson Masha, age 7, born Vermont; (I\/Iebs k?l IRetIr Od)’ D'bdo frt ”193849 ptember
) probably Rutland). Died after ,
8. Albert Masha, age 7, bom Vernent, probably the DouglasSutton area of
9. Louise J. Masha, age 5, born Vermont; Massachusetts. Married Marceline Fleurant
10. Frederick Masha, age 3, born Vermont; (Flor ent, FIl orance) about
11. Mary Ann Masha, age 1, born Vermont. Scotto about 1895. Scott
from a previous marriage. Branch leads to
Note that Albert Jr. and Nelson are twins. The census Mich ael Messier, Anita Messier Marcotte, and
states that all of the children were born in Vermont. Ron Messier.
This is not true. Saphronand Josephine were born in 7. Albert Machia, born 22 February 1863,

Children of Albert Messiedit-Machia 8



Dunham, Canada. Died 15 October 1932, Assuming a marriage age of about 20 years for a first

Orange, Vermont. Twin to Nelson. Married marriage, he was born about 1805; he was born-in St
Selina Jarvis, 1890; she died 2 February 1902. JeanBaptiste, Rouville County. She was born about
Married Mary McLeod, 25 February 1903, the same time in Marieville, Roille County. Marie
Barre, Vermont. Branch leads to Scott CatherineJaboury-dit-Larose is the daughter of Pierre
Emond. Amable Labory-dit-Larose and Marie Catherine
8. Nelson Machia, twin to Albert. Died in his Ledoux, according to the Drouin collection. Amable
early 2006s. Never marr iWag born about 1776 in -Bintoine-surRichelieu,

. . Vercheres County Catherine was horn in the city of
9. Loui sa Jane Machi a, a . k'\/% h§rsn ) I{éécf

= : X X r odnt ,aaBo t 1777. They were
n Ge.r nreo. BO rn 14 Apri Imaliied h%re o ¥ Ja uhry 1799. We will describe
Washington, Vermont. Died 20 February Joseph Auclairods roots bel ow
1945, Montpeler, Vermont. Buried Berlin P

Corner Cemetery, Berlin, Vermont. Married The baptismal record of Al be
Cyril S. Virge, 27 January 1882, Northfield, Sophronia (Drouin collectionshows that she was
Vermont. baptised in Dunham. Her parents are listed as Norbert

10. Frederick Machia, born 8 June 1868, Berlin, Messier and Seraphinieeclair. The record for their
Vermont. Died 3 April 1951, Northfield, second child, Josephine, shows her baptised in
Washington, Vermont. Never married. Dunham, also. Her parents are Norbert Messier and

. . . SeraphineO 6 C| .a\Wher the twins Norbert and
11 \'\;I:r%?r?tng:gghl'i’ ﬁg\r,r;;feﬁniglggg’ Berlin, Nazaire (Albert and Nelson) were baptised in Dunham,
s . R their parents were Norbert Messier and Seraphine
Montpelier, Washmgto_n, Verrr]ont., buried in 06 . aSz%nah has. not made it easy to follow her
\S/etrrﬁont Al\blja?rig dSJ:;rnlesnvs %osuntecr: elsme ter yfamil?’\}kpeé]. R % ts' Better. Her baptis_mal _record

June 18§1 Montpelier Verﬁont Bra'nch (Drou_m colIecu_on) shows t_halhs was bapused in St
leads to Séott Walker, ' Cesaire, Rouville. She is baptised with the name
' Auclerc. Her parents are listed as Joseph Auclerc and

12.Franci s Machia, a. k. a. 0 Rfafendaterine U8bbuit-Lardse. Earlier records

March 1872, Berlin, Vermont. Died 21 Aprll show Jose p hoés name as Aucl ai
1964, Barre, Vermont. Married Celinda Auclerc is not listedn the Tanguay collection, or any
Shontell. Branch leads to Tina Bagallo other marriage records we have seen.

LaForest and Rhonda Machia Wallace. . ) o
The name Jabourdit-Larose is a modification of

Note that Albert and Sarah moved back to Canada in | aborydit-Larose. The father of Amable is Jean Henry
the 1863- 1866 time frame, where Albert, Jr. and  Bory, born in La Rochelle, Charente Maritime, Poitou
Nelson were born. This would have been the time  Charentes, France. One csee the progression from
frame in which New England militias were organizing Bory to La Bory to Labondit-Larose. The wife of
to f|ght Southern Rebels in the American Civil War. Jean Bory was Louise Bidet, Or|g|na||y named Marie

Albert and Sarah were married on 23 February 1857 in  Louise Beda. She was born in Quebec, but her father,
Dunham,Missisquoi, Canada under the names Norbert ~Jacques Beda, was born in Bordeaux, Gironde,

Messierdit-StFrancis and  Séraphine  Auclaire. Aquitaine, France.

Norbertdéds parents are Iistquaﬁ,@apnoF{ieeré@ncaemdni,%r\ggegg”qajw
Montie [Monty] who reside in Mon&t-Gregoire, changes, we note that HASer aj
Rouville County, Canada. theS1851 DnAdmcen8us. SPeis & dpinster, @yé 20.
listed as Jogeh and Marie Larose. Seraphin appears to be working for a family by the
Mariebs full sur nadtdaose s a@pepbMain, Fusher,spgewe have established that

Her fatheros name wadit Pi el adp$alp | wentapPyryt he name O
Larose. This shows that there is a history of name 1851 census record showing the family of Joseph and
changes in Sarahos family.Maryos@yG! aiyrc) hivi % di MaPLuah
Catherine Jabousglit-Larose were married in St Mary are 43 years old, which means they were born

Cesaire, Rouvile County on 8 October 1830. about 1808. This is consistant with the 1805
preliminaryestimate. The 1861 census appears to show

the same couple in Dunham, aged 53 years, but with the
name Laclare. We believe that Joseph and Mary

! Benoit Pontbriand\iariages du Comte de O6Clair and Joseph and Mary
g/gisglsqum (1846-1968) Publication No. 85, Quebec, Marie Auclair, the parents of Seraphine Auclair, wife of

Children of Albert Messiedit-Machia 9



Albert . The 1851 O0O6CIl air c
Mary have a daughter Sarah, aged 19. This would give
her a birth year of 1832.

is 22 March 1832.

We believe that Seraphine appeared twice in the 1851
census for Dunhamopnce as Seraphin LaClare, a
servant in the houshold of Anthony and Lucretia
Martin, and once as Sarah
and Mary. If this is true, then Seraphine Auclair has the
following siblings, all born in SCesaire, Rouville
County: Josph (born 1830), Louisa (born 1835), and
Charles (born 1837). The Dunham marriage records
show a Marie Louise Auclair, daughter of Joseph and
Marie, marrying an Andre Benoit on 3 May 1852. |If
this is Louisa, she was married at the age of 17. We
also fird a Joseph Auclair who married Olive Forget on
14 January 1856. His parents are listed as Joseph and
Marie Sabourin, but we believe that Sabourin is a
misreading of Jabouridit-Larose in the original hard
written documents. Seraphine is listed as magyi
Norbert Messier on 23 February 1857. Her parents are
listed as Joseph and Marie Larose.

Sarah Auclair is descended from Pierre Auclair, born
1654 in La Rochelle, Charente Maritime, Poitou
Charentes, France. Pierre married Marie Madeleine
Sedilot in Qebec City on 6 March 1679. Madeleine
was born there in 1665. They lived in Charlesbourg,
Quebec County until they died.

Pierre and Madeleine had a son named Charles. He
was born in Charlesbourg in 1690. Charles married
Madeleine Desry (or Dery) on Chesbourg on 4 July
1712. They lived there until their death. Germain
Auclair was born in 1715. He married a girl by the
name of Angelique Marois in her home town of
L 6 A rGarelien, Montmorency County on 11 January
1745. They moved back to Charlesbourg.

One of the children of Germain and Angelique Auclair

was Jean Baptiste. He was born in 1761 in
Charlesbourg. He moved to Beloeil, Vercheres County.
J.B. first married Josephe Pelletier on 12 February
1787. Josephe was born in Richelieu, Rouville Cpunt

in 1767. She died shortly after the birth of their first

child, Jean Baptiste, in Beleoil on 8 October 1787.

J.B. then married Marie Josephte Tetrdiu
Ducharme, who was born in 1769 in Richelieu,
Rouville County. They were married on 25 January
1791 Their first five children were also born in
Beleoil. They moved to SiteanBaptiste, Rouville

2 Benoit Pontbriandylarriages du Comte Missisquoi
(18461968) Publication No. 85, Bagit Pontbriand,
Quebec, 1973.

Children of Albert Messiedit-Machia

€ounty arousdhldav.s Jdsdpla Aucldirp thee fatiher af n d

Seraphine Auclair, was born there about 1805.
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Rouville were actually located in $tyacinthe county

at the time of these births and marriages-C&saire is
one example of that. Other towns that were originally
in Rouville County later became part of Iberville

@ang/ [(ah one time Knawn g St. dohns arfdvibgr.o s e p h

SteBrigide and MonSt-Gregoire and are examples.
Mont-St-Gregoire was also known as Mount Johnson.

Albert (Norbert) Messiedit-Ma c hi ad s
Pierre Raymond Messier and Angelique Monty. They
were married on 17 February 1829 in-Muthias,
Rouville County. StMat hi as is Pier
He was born there on 30 August 1806 (Drouin
collection). Angelique was born in 1807 in-Xtan
Baptiste, Rouville County. She was baptised in
Marieville, which is often given as her birth place.
Angelique will give Pierre 7 children. Tragically, she
will die, along with her two youngest children, in 1843,
Mont-StGregoire.

Angeliqgue may have died giving birth to her daughter
Victoire on 3 April 1843, but we only know the year of
her burial (Droin collection). We know that her
youngest son, Jacques, died on 1 March 1843 in Mont
StGregoire. He was almost 2 years old, born 3 April
1841 and baptised in Marieville. Victoire then died on
23 June 1843. Norbert (Albert) would have just turned
10 years old at this time.

Pierre married Appoline Touchette about a year later.
They were married on 29 October 1844 in M8t
Gregoire, but will move immediately to SBrigide,
Iberville County. Appoline (Pauline) will give Pierre 3
more children. Pierrewill die in StBrigide on 6
August 1884. Appoline will remarry and move to
Farnham, Missisquoi County. On 22 August 1887, she
marries Jean Baptiste Perrin, widower of Elmire
Marois.

J.B. and Elmire were born and married in Vercheres
County. Their chHdren were born in S#arc-sur
Richelieu, Vercheres County. They moved to Farnham
from StAlexander, Iberville County between the 1871
and 1881 census reports. Presumably, Elmire also died
in Farnham, sometime between 1881 and 1887.

Appoline died about gear and a half after marying J.B.
She died in Farnham on 13 December 1888. He died
sometime after 1891.

® Raoul Raymond and Irenee Jetitgriages de St
Mathias (17391968) et Richelieu (1868.968)
(Comte de Rouville) Benoit Pontbriand, Quebec,
1968.

10

r

parent

o



N .f."()/larlf\s\\ wh

R \| L& N
~Q \) A efigacintls
S\ CHARLES\

/
)

g \BLE RY

FTIOHNS & LRERVILLE N

Figure 2-1. Map of Rouville Countyin 1891 showing the movement of the Pierre Raymond Messier
family and Albert Messier-dit-Machia (dashed line). Source:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/020151/0201510403 e.html
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The Pierre Raymond Messier families have the
following members

1.

Pierre Raymond Messier, head, born 30
August 1806 in St. Mathias, Rouville, Quebec,
Canada. Died 6 August 1884 in StBrigide,
Rouville. Occupation: farmer.

Marie Angelique Monty (Montie), wife, born
1807 in St. Jean Baptiste, Rouville County.
Married Pierre on 17 February 1829 in St.
Mathias, Rouville. Died 1843 in Mont St.
Gregoire, Rouville.

Marie Isabele Messier, daughter, born 17
December 1829 in St. Jean Baptiste. Baptised
in Marieville, Rouville County. Married
Joseph Rainville on 2 October 1860 in St

Mathias.

Adele Messier, daughter, born abt 1831 in St.
Jean Baptiste; baptised in Marieville.

Married Pierre Landry on 4 October 1859 in
Ste. Brigide, Iberville County.

Norbert (Alb ert) Messier, son, born 14 June
1833 in St. Jean Baptiste; baptised in
Marieville. Married Seraphine Auclair on 23
February 1857 in Dunham, Missisquoi
County. Changed family name to Machia.
Died 17 June 1917 in Berlin, Washington
County, Vermont.

Sophraine Messier, daughter, born 27 April
1835 in St. Jean Baptiste; baptised in
Marieville. Married Louis Landry on 7
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http://www.collectionscanada.ca/02/02012204_e.html

November 1859 in Ste. Brigide, Iberville 11. Apolline Touchette, wife, born 1813 in St

County. Jean-Baptiste, Rouville County, Quebec.

7. Catherine Messier, daughter, born 31 August Married Pierre Messier on 29 October 1844 in
1837 in Mont-St-Gregoire, Rouville County; Mont-St-Gregoire. Married Jean Baptiste
baptised in Marieville. Died 9 October 1838. Perrin on 22 August 1887 in SBrigide,

Iberville County, Quebec. Died 13 December

8. Timothe (Timothee or Timothie) Messier, son, 1888 in Farnham, Misssquoi County, Quebec.

born 27 January 1839 in MontSt-Gregoire;

baptised in Marieville. Married Marie 12. Pierre Messier, son, born 1845 in St8rigide,
Hermine Choquet on 27 October 1863 in St Rouville County. Married Julie Lebeau on 12
Mathias, Rouvile County. Died 9 July 1918 in February 1866 in SteBrigide, Iberville
St-Eugenede-Grantham, Drummond County, County.
Quebec.Drummond County, Quebec. 13. Louis Messier, son, born 6 August 1850 in Ste
Occupation: farmer. Brigide, Rouville County. Married Virginie

9. Jacques Messier, son, born 3 April 1841 in Lebeau about 1871 in StéBrigide, Iberville
Mont-St-Gregoire. Died 1 March 1843, County. Di ed atGardien, 1901

Rouville County, Quebec. Occupation:

10. Victoire Messier, daughter, born 11 February farmer

1843 in Mont-St-Gregoire; baptised in
Marieville. Died 23 Jun 1843. Note that the town of StBrigide is sometimes listed as

Figure 2-2. Map of lower Canada in 1861 showing locations of railroad lines and counties relevant t the
migration of Albert Messier-dit-Machia and others involed in the family line extending from him.
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being in Rouville County and sometimes in lberville
County. At thetime of the 1851 census, Iberville
County had not yet been created. Note also that many
of the baptisims are listed as being in Marieville.
Marieville was not yet a town in 1851. The closest
town was SteMarie. Marieville became a municipality

in 1858and was incorporated in 1905. At the time of
the Messier births, Marieville was a parish by the name
of StNom-deMarie de SaintéVarie-de-Monnoir.
Monnoir Manor was the original name of the land
granted to Sieur Claude de Ramezey in 1740. Many
family trees show Albert Messiglit-Machia being
born in Marieville. This is where he and his siblings
were baptised. The 1851-Gtegoire census shows that
the first children were actually born in-ZanBaptiste

and later ones in in Motgt-Gregoire.

Figure2-1 shows Rouville county as it existed in 1891.
The red lines show the travels of the Pierre Raymond
Messier family after his birth in S¥lathias. Pierre died

in SteBrigide. Albert probably went on to Farnham on
the railroad, and then south to Dunhawhere he
married Sarah Auclair. Farnham and Dunham are in
Missisquoi County. They then moved farther south to
Vermont. The relative location of Rouville can be seen
in Figure 22. A map of Missisquoi County in 1891 is
shown in figure 23.

Remember théMarieville ambiguity while we look at
the parents of Pierre Raymond. They were Jean
Baptiste Messier and Marie Louise Ledoux, both born
in Varennes, Vercheres County, Quebec Province.
Varennes is the home of this Messier line. Messiers
have lived theresince Jacques Messier arrived from
Rouin, Normandie, France. He marribthrie Renee
Couillard there about 1685. We will return to this
history later.

Jean Baptiste Messier was born in Varennes on 11
September 1779. His parents were Jacques Messier and
Marie Antoinette Provost Louise Ledoux was born
there on 6 January 1783. Her parents were Jacques
Ledoux and Marie Charlotte Patenaude. Charlotte was
born in Varennes on 28 February 1750. Jacques was
born in Vercheres, Vercheres County. Figurd 2
shows the combined Chambly and Vercheres County as
it existed in 1891.

Jean Baptiste and Louise were married in Varennes on
15 October 1804. The children of Jean and Louise
were all born in Rouville County. The entire family
consists of the following:

1. Jean Baptiste Messier, head, born 11
September 1779 in Varennes, Vercheres
County, Quebec Province. Died 1834,
possibly in StGregoire, Rouville County.
Occupation: farmer.

Children of Albert Messiedit-Machia

2. Louise Ledoux, wife, born 6 January 1783 in
Varennes. Married Jean Baptiste on 15
October 1804 in Varennes.

3. Jean Baptiste Messier, son, born 2 September
1805 in StMathias, Rouville County.
Married Emilie Marquis on 20 February 1827
in Marieville. Married Marie Duclos on 8
October 1839 in Marieville. Married Cesaire
Vertefeuille Bachand on 29 January 1850 in
Marieville. Died 28 September 1876 in St
Gregoire, Iberville County.

4. Pierre Raymond Messier, son, born 30 August
1806 in StMathias. Married Angelique
Monty on 17 February 1829 in StMathias.
Married Apolline Touchet (Touchette) on 29
October 1844 in MontSt-Gregoire, Rouville
County. Died 6 August 1884 in St8rigide,
Iberville County. Occupation: farmer.

5. Marie Louise Messier, daughter, born 19
March 1808 in Marieville, Rouville County.
Died 29 July 1814 in Marieville, twodays
after her younger brother Joseph.

6. Joseph Messier, son born 10 September 1809
in Marieville. Died 27 July 1814 in Marieville.

7. Charles Messier, son, born 24 September 1810
in Marieville. Married Angelique Emelie
Benoit on 29 January 1832 in Marieville
Died 6 January 1902 in Franklin, Franklin
County, Vermont.

8. Emelie Messier, daughter, born 12 June 1812
in Marieville. Married Moise Joseph Gervais
on 8 September 1829 in Marieville.

9. Louis Messier, son, born 17 August 1814 in
Marieville. Married Apolli ne Payantdit-St-
Onge on 23 October 1832 in Marieville. Died
21 February 1893 in Marieville.

Jacques Messier, son, born 15 November 1815
in Richelieu, Rouville. Married Marguerite
Robert on 12 January 1835 in Marieville.

Ondoye Messier, son born 4 may 1 in
Marieville. Died same month.

Francois Xavier Messier, son, born 20 March
1821 in Marieville. Died 18 August 1825 in
Marieville.

. Lucie Messier, daughter, born on 4 March
1823 in Marieville. Died 6 May 1823 in
Marieville.

10.

11.

12.

Remember that these birthr daptism dates and
locations (it is often not clear which they are) may refer
to the Roman Catholic parish in which they were
recorded, and not to the actual town. There may not be
an actual town, just an unincorporated district. For
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example, some of den 6s f i r st
being born in SMathias and one in Richelieu, a town
located a few miles south of-8tathias. The parish of
St-Mathias was founded in 1739 while that of Richelieu
was not founded until 1868. Therefore, any St
Richelieu lirths were probably recorded in-Blathias.
Marieville, i.e., the parish of SYom-de-Marie, was
founded in 1801. Marieville is located several miles
east of Richelieu. All we know is that the children were
born in that general area.

The founding datesf parishes of interest to this part of
the Messier history are shown in Tabl& .2

We do not know when or where Jean Baptiste Messier
and his wife, Louise Ledoux, died. It is fairly certain
that they stayed in Rouville County, perhaps in Mont
St-Gregoire

This Messier line leading to Albert Messidit-Machia
was begun by Jacques Messier, baptised in 1651-in St
Denisle-Thiboult, Rouen, Normandie, France.
Jacques was the younger cousin or brother of Michel
Messier. Michel had come to Montreal as a setti¢h
a group headed by Chomedey de Maisonneuve.
pur pose of de
reinforce VilleMarie, the first settlement on the island.
The settlers were threatened by the Iroquois and were

The

Parish Year
Founded

Quebec (Notre Dame) 1621
Montreal (Notre Dame) 1642
Varennes (Ste. Anne) 1693
Vercheres 1723
(St. FrancoisXavier)
St. Mathias (St. Mathias) 1739
Marieville 1801
(St. Nom de Marie)
Mont St. Gregoire 1841
(St. Gregoire le Grand)
Ste. Brigide 1843
(Ste. Brigide)
Ste. Angele de Monnoir 1865
(Ste. Angele)
Richelieu 1868
(Notre Dame de
Bonsecours)
Table 2-1. Romain Catholic parishes of
interest to Messier family history.

c hi | dr ready tmabamdorsthe éslarmal. Thesarrivaihe 120 new

settlers in November of 1653 assured the survival of the
colony.

Michel was born in Sbenis about 1642. His parents
were David Messier and Marguerite Bar, also of St
Denisle-Thiboult, Rouen. David was born about 1615
and Marguerite waborn in 1619. David did not come

to New France, but his brother, Jacques did. Jacques
was born in 1600 in SDenis. We do not know the
name of his wife.

Al ready at Ville Marie at
1653 were his uncle Jacques, his aunttiva Messier,
who was married to Antoine Primot, and a cousin
Catherine Thierry. We do not know if young Jacques
was also here. It is this Jacques, the cousin or brother
of Michel, that began the Messier line that leads to
Albert Messierdit-Machia. Ths line was known as
Messierdit-St-Francois as opposed to the line begun by
Michel, known as Messietit-St-Michel.

According to the 1666 census for Montfeajoung
Jacques is the brother of Michel. The entries for
Messier are as follows:

the elder), male, veuf (widower), age 60;
origin: Normandie.

2. Jacques Messier, neveu du precedent et frere
de Michel (nephew of the above brother to
Michel), male, celibatiere (single), age 17;
origin: Normandie.

3. Martine Messier, voir Primot (see Primot).

4. Michel Messier dit SaintMichel, frere de
Jacques et neveu de
(brother of Jacques and nephew of Messier
the elder), male, marie (married), age 25;
profession: habitat (ordinary inhabitant),
origin: Normandy.

5. Anne LeMoyne, ep[ouse] (wife), soeur de
Charles, de Jacques et de Jeanne (sister of
Charles, Jacques, and Jeanne LaMoyne),
born 26 July 1638, femme (female), married,
age 28; origin: Normandie.

6. Catherine, femme, born 11 juil (July) 1659,
age 7 years, 1 math; origin: Montreal.

7. Jeanne, femme, born 11juin ( June) 1661, age
5 years, 2 months; origin: Montreal.

8. Marie-Anne, femme, born 2 aout (August)
1665, age 1 year; origin: Montreal.

“ Arcel Trudel,La Population du Canada en 1666
Recensement Reconsitut&Septentron, 1995.
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However, according to Tanguayacques the younger

is the son of Jacques ethelder, born 1651. Also
according to Tanguay, Jacques the elder was born in
1600 and had two sons: Martin: born 1649, and
Jacques, born 1651. No other men named Jacques are
mentioned for this time period. On the other hand, no
man named Martin Messids named in the 1666
census for Montreal. According to Tanguey, Martin
died in 1699 in PoirauxTrembles, a settlement at the
downstream end of Montreal Island. We do not know
how to choose between the 1666 census and Tanguay in
determining the ancestrof young Jacques. In our
family tree, we choose to place him as the son of
Jacques the elder.

After arriving in Montreal, Michel married Marie
Anne Le Moyne (later spelled as Lemoine) in 1658; she
was born in Montreal in 1644. He was captured and
released twice by the Iroquois, eventually accumulating
land and starting the branch of the Messier family
known as Messiedit-St-Michel. This name was due to
the fact that he became the seigneur of a piece of land
he named CafaintMichel. This land, pla two other
parcels owned by his brothar-law Jacques LeMoyne,
eventually made up the parish of @tenede
Varennes. This is how Verennes became the home of
the Messier line.

Jacques LeMoyneobs father
Charles was married to Micheb s cousin
Thierry.  Catherine Thierry was the daughter of
Guillaume Thierry and Elisabeth Messier of[Btnis
le-Thiboult. She was adopted by Antoine Primot and
Elisabeth Messier who brought her to New France.
There was clearly a close conrient between the
Messier and LeMoyne families, and the area of land
that became the township of Varennes.

David and Jacques (the elder) Messier were the sons of
Jehan Messier, born 17 January 1581 kbDé&nisele-
Thiboult, Rouen, Normandie. We are awaretwbd
other children, Elisabeth, born about 1608 and Martine,
born about 1611. Elisabeth is the one who married
Guillaume Thierry and gave birth to Catherine Thierry.
We do not know the name of

Jehan was the son of Marin Messier and Jehanne
Neppvue, also of Sbenisle-Thiboult. They were born
between 1550 and 1555. We know of three other
children: Guillaume, Jeanne, and Marie. All were born
in the 1580 time frame. Marin and Jehanne were
married on 28 october 1577.

°| 6abbe Cy p mictwmairé geneglogmue,
des familles canadienngsEdsebe Senecal, Imprimeur
Editeur, 1871.
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Jacques |, born 1600 Bt-Denis, was the father of two
children, both of whom were born in-Benis and died

in New France. Martin was born in 1649 and died on
25 July 1699 in PointauxTrembles on the
downstream end of Hde-Montreal. According to
Tanguay, Martin drownedpossibly in the rapids that
give the area itds name.
about him.

We

Jacques the younger married Marie Renee Couillard
about 1685 in Varennes, Vercheres County. Renee was
the daughter of Francois Couillard and Marie Anne
Est e rmnede.d She was born 4 July 1670 in St
Jacques, Petitbourg, Rouen, France. Jacques died on 26
January 1697 in Varennes. Renee died 16 June 1695 in
Boucherville, Chambly County. They had one child
that we are aware of: Jacques. We will call him
Jacquedll, for more Jacques are to come.

Jacques lll was born in Varennes in the year 1686. He
married Elisabeth Isabelle Bissonnet on 23 November
1712 in Varennes, where she was also born. Isabelle
died on 30 April 1770. Jacques died about 7 years later
on 15 March 1777. Both died in Varennes. Isabelle
was the daughter of Jacques Bissonnet and Marguerite
Colet. Both were born in France and were married in
Boucherville, Longueuil, Quebec Provence on 19
November 1670. Jacques was born in Poitiers, Vienne,
Roitos-Chafetes,r Hramce in L1@4b o Warguerite was

Choorn hine Parisn ¥Willede-Paris, llede-France, France.

She was born in 1653. Both died in Boucherville where
they raised their family of 16 children.

Jacques Il and Isabelle had 17 children, all born in
Varennes. The sixth child of this union, born in 1721,
was a son named Joseph. Joseph married Marie Anne
Godu in Varennes on 22 April 1743. We do not know
who Anneb6s parents wer e,
on 3 July 1726. Joseph and Anne had 8 childre
Varennes. Joseph died there on 1 August 1758; Anne
died 11 years later on 16 November 1769.

but

Jehanoés wife.
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Figure 2-3. Missisquoi County in 1891. Source:
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Thethird child to Joseph and Anne was named Jacques
Messier. We will refer to him as Jacques IV. Jacques
IV was born in 1747 in Varennes. He marrigdrie
Antoinette Provosbf that city on 10 September 1770.
She was born in750 Both of her parents were born in
Varennes. Antoine, her father, was born there on 26
April 1713; her mother, Marie Ebdeth Brodeudit-
Lavigne was born there 082 May 1720 Antoine and
Elisabeth hd 11 children before she died @2 Sep
1769 The fifth child was Jean Baptiste, the father of
Pierre Raymond. At least 4 of the 8 sons left Varennes
and settled in Rouville or $tyacinthe counties.

The Jacques Messier and Antoinette Provost family
congsted of:

1. Jacques Messier, head, born 1747 in
Varennes, Vercheres, Quebec Province.
Married Antoinette Provost on 15 October
1804 in Varennes. Died 10 September 1807 in
Varennes. Occupation: farmer.

2. Marie Antoinette Provost, wife, born 25 Jan
1750in Varennes. Died25 Jan 1750n
Varennes.

3. Joseph Messier, son, born 24 January 1772 in
Varennes. Married Marie Charlotte Ledoux

in that city on 23 September 1799. Died in
Marieville, Rouville County, 26 October 1822.

4. Jacques Messier, son, born 31 August 137n

Varennes. Married Marie Josette Maloon 13
November 1798 in Varennes.

5. Louis Messier, son, born 25 August 1775 in

Varennes. Married (1) Charlotte Provost on
13 February 1804. Married (2) Marie
Josephe Charbonneau on 25 jun 1818 in
Varennes. Married (3) Marie Charlotte
Brunelle on 27 January 1817 in Varennes.
Died 13 March 1842 in Varennes.

6. Pierre Messier, son, born 6 October 1777 in

Varennes. Married (1) Marie Bredouille
Lapensee Richbourg on 10 December 1801 in
Varennes. Married (2) Catherine Mgor
Tessier on 23 January 1804 in Chambly,
Chambly County.

7. Jean Baptiste Messier, son, born 11

September 1779 in Varennes. Married Marie
Louise Ledoux on 15 October 1804 in
Varennes. Died 1834 in Rouville County.
This branch leads to Albert Messierdit -
Machia.
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8. Augustin Messier, son, born 16 June 1781 in
Varennes. Married (1) Madeleine Choquet on
19 January 1807 in Varennes. Married
Madeleine Major Tessier on 5 March 1810 in
Marieville, Rouville County. Married (3)
Francoise Jolicoeur Giroux on 15 Noveber
1819 in Marieville.

9. Francois Messier, son, born 27 August 1783 in
Varennes. Married Josette Geoffrion on 7
October 1808 in Varennes. Died 7 August
1862 in StHyacinthe, StHyacinthe County.

10. Marie Anne Messier, daughter, born 30 nov
1785 in Varennes.Married Joseph Brunelle
on 16 November 1812 in Varennes. Died
25June 1869 in Varennes.

11. Charles Messier, son, born 24 October 1787 in

Varennes. Died 28 October 1854 in
Marieville.

12. Marie Messier, daughter, born 2 October
1790 in Varennes. Married Jean Mchel
Brunelle on 19 October 1807 in Varennes.
Died 6 December 1848 in Varennes.

13. Appoline Messier, daughter, born 21 August
1793 in Varennes. Married (1) Joseph
Beauchamp on 14 October 1811 in Varennes.
Married (2) Francois Xavier Petit
Beauchemin on 18August 1817 in Varennes.

2.2 The Life of Albert Messiekrdit-Machia

Albert and Sarah were married near her home town in
Dunham, Missisquoi, Quebec on 23 February 1857
Their first home was in Cowensville, where Sarah gave

Figure 2-5. Northern Vermont in 1885.
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